
CABINET – 14 OCTOBER 2026 
 

RESPONSE TO PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 

1. Tony Burton 

 

A PERMANENT REPRIEVE FOR MEOLE BRACE PARK AND RIDE SERVICE? 

 

Shropshire Council is to be congratulated on identifying funds that can enable a 

temporary reprieve of the Meole Brace Park and Ride service. But how can a 

permanent reprieve be secured? 

 

It would be possible to continue all three services at a 20 minute frequency for 

the same cost as running Harlescott and Oxon alone at 12 minute frequency, 

because 6 buses would be needed in each case. If the Meole Brace service 

ceased, there are cogent reasons why existing users would not transfer to Oxon 

or Harlescott. 

 

At the previous Cabinet Questions, the Portfolio Holder for Transport & 

Regeneration, reported that the monthly patronage of the three Park and Ride 

services had increased by 10%, from 34,500 to 38,000, following the increase in 

frequency from every 20 minutes to every 12 minutes instituted in June 2025. 

The latter figure may be expected to drop by 30% to 26,600 if the Meole Brace 

service ceases because, according to Council figures, the Meole Brace service 

attracted 30% of Park and Ride users in 2025. Clearly, the 26,600 figure is much 

less than the patronage of 34,500 for all three routes when the frequency was 

every 20 minutes. 

 

In view of the above, does the Cabinet agree that, as a last resort, it would be 

better to revert to a 20 minute frequency on all three routes, rather than 

sacrificing the Meole Brace service? 

 
Response: 

 

Thank you for your question. 

 

The Council has secured funding to continue the Meole Brace Park & Ride 

service beyond 31 October 2026. The service will continue for an initial three-

year period. 

 

As a result, the Council no longer needs to make the choice described in your 

question between maintaining the Meole Brace service and reducing frequencies 

on the Oxon and Harlescott corridors. 

 

The continuation of Meole Brace provides an opportunity to maintain all three 

Park & Ride sites whilst preserving the enhanced 12 minute frequency currently 



available at Oxon and Harlescott. From November, Meole Brace will operate 

every 20 minutes, six days a week, between 7:20am and 6:45pm, while Oxon 

and Harlescott will continue to operate every 12 minutes and will benefit from 

evening services. 

 

The next few years will provide an opportunity for the Council to monitor usage 

across the Park & Ride network, understand changing travel patterns and 

develop a long-term strategy for Shrewsbury Park & Ride that is both sustainable 

and affordable for the future. 

 

Oxon and Harlescott remain well-used facilities and continued investment in 

those sites will play an important role in supporting access to Shrewsbury, 

reducing congestion and encouraging public transport use. Equally, the 

continuation of Meole Brace ensures that communities to the south of 

Shrewsbury continue to benefit from direct access to the Park & Ride network 

while that longer-term strategy is developed. 

 


